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Flood Releases Stepped Up;
Snowpack Far Above Average

he 2010-11 water year will enter the books as one

likely to be long remembered. Drenched in Decem-

ber and dry for most of January and February, the
valley and its Sierra Nevada watersheds were palimle

March by storm after storm.
As a result, a mas :
sive snowpack has pile " " ’

up, even at fairly loy
elevations. ] &77 3'8
That snow, noveg "/ & 3898

starting to melt, prom + &7 338

ises to generate mu¢: / & 3'8
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the San Joaquin Riv{ -
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and other Sierra strear

over the next foug // 3 & &g
months. . / &' &8
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. ) . +° % % ) ® '(y o J \ Flood releases a ) L)%
o Iy o7 L q Co T ; under way from every
! ! ! foothill dam. At Friant Dam on March 31, the flooelease

Declaring California’s latest drought to be ateamdl intense winter-type storms pounded California, jast
may seem like stating the obvious but Governspring was beginning.
Brown’s March 30 announcement does not mean thatBrown’s proclamation urged Californians to kee
California myriad water issues has suddenly gongyawconserving water in the months ahead. “While teig-s

“All the rain and snow we have had this year asdn’s storms have lifted us out of the droughg diti-
last may have given us a respite but every onéhef tal that Californians continue to watch their waise,” [
state’s infrastructure needs and water supply amnit e Brown said. “Drought or no drought, demand for watg
ronmental problems remain,” said Ronald D. JacobsrimeCalifornia always outstrips supply. Continuechser-

Friant Water Authority General Manager. vation is key.” .
The action came as the Department of Water R S
Governor Brown’s declaration that ended a statesoiurces (DWR) announced that water content in Ce , ! , )% ! 2
emergency and other drought-related conditions pforia’s mountain snowpack is at least 165% of ttr. ! 3/ 4% , ,
claimed by executive order in 2008 by then-Governapril 1 full season average overall and muchhign ! '$ (5 !
Arnold Schwarzenegger came after the latest rodnd o ! ) 6) % ! "
The Friant Water Authority is ex-tributed to California’s man-made droughgrow the economy.” after last fall’s elections.
pected to be represented on one of thad the actions needed to supply the San It will be the subcommittee’s first val-  “A large portion of California’s econ-

panels of water leaders testifying at goaquin Valley with water to put thouley hearing since the House shifted backny is dependent on a steady and reliable
Fresno field hearing that will be held b¥ands back to work, feed the nation amgto the hands of a Republican majority
the House Natural Resources Committee’s
Subcommittee on Water and Power.
“Creating Jobs by Overcoming Man-
Made Drought: Time for Congress to Lis-
ten and Act” is the hearing’s announced
theme.
It will take place between 10 a.m.-1
p.m. in the Fresno City Hall council cham-
bers, Fresno and P streets in downtown
Fresno. The hearing is open to the public.

A subcommittee announcement said
the hearing is to examine “federal govern-
ment policies that have created and con-
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me additional surH
ace water storage
ould be made avail-
able on the northern Sanh

Published by the Friant Water Authority, as a review of
issues and developments to inform those interested in

water supplies along the East Side of the southern San || Joaquin Valley’'s Mercefl
Joaquin Valley. To comment or ask any questions, please River under a bipartisan bl
write or call us at (559) 562-6305, visit our \_Neb_ site _at introduced March 3 by
www.Friantwater.org or contact your local irrigation dis- fresh R Jeff Denh
trict. This issue was printed April 1. res m_an ) ep. Je enham
(R-Californiay and othe
valley Congressmen.
HR 869 would increase

19%J

the capacity of Lak
McClure by modifying thg
existing spillway at the Ney
Exchequer Dam.

7 &9(393 It would allow tempof
rary (2-8 weeks) storage pf
water in wet years withip $ 1 ! %# .S
existing Federal Enerdy = = >/, #* /) 4 %(. oo
Regulatory ~ Commissiop $ %$ + 3 - bo# )

parameters instead of rele@s-
ing the excess water immeter available to farms andhe valley were the focyswere discussed along with
diately when it is not needgdomes,” said Denham. “TheMarch 14 during a Fresndahe challenges and issues

! downstream. bill will increase powef County Farm Bureau leadgrthey are generating.
"o " About 70,000 acre fegtrevenue, increase water stphip class tour. The FAACT class is to
- _ o of additional water could beage and reduce floodijg Members of the Futuretour the Kings River and
Arvin-Edison Water Storage Distr Madera Irrigation District available. downstream.” Advocates for Agrlcultur Pine Flat Dam in Aprll.

Delano-Earlimart Irrigation Distr Orange Cove Irrigation District

Exeter Irrigation Distric! pixjey Irrigation District The project involve Concerned About Tomof-

# 1#)* ' #+#3

Fresno lrrigation Distric! o eyille Irrigation District improvements to the damis#& * #* ##- L#& I’OW (FAACT) class toure #4
Ivanhoe lIrrigation Distrjc . - s . Friant Dam and a number |of
- Saucelito Irrigation District 1] 0
Kaweah Delta Water Conservai emergency spiliway. .
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District o il : key locations along the San § 6
District after-Wasco lrrigation Distric nThIS bl” W|” pI’OVIde 1 2 . - ’
Kern-Tulare Water Distric Stone Corral Irrigation District N Joaqum River.

) - o it necessary water storage at . . . . . San Joaquin River wet-
m Tea Pot Dome Water District S ] T n R . . .
Lindmore Irrigation Distic roetn an Joaquin River issues he Sa Joaqum v rand and riparian habitat

Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation Distr Terra Bella Irrigation District no cost to the federal ta 'affecting the Central Va||eyReStOI’atiOn Program a [ the S J in Ri
Lower Tule River Irrigation Distr Tulare Irrigation District payer while inCl‘eaSing W -P . s . PR i it i ong € san Joaquin Kiver
, roject’s Friant Division andriver litigation settlement east of Highway 41 in

Fresno is to be undertaken

with a $563,000 grant from
$ the Wildlife Conservation
Board.

& ! " The San Joaquin River
* " " | + non " + Parkway and Conservation

) ) ( . y (‘ Trust and San Joaquin River
Conservancy are undertak-

Three Stockton argdricts had a contractual righmit from the state to fill thlg #+ #! #,# | ing the project.

water agencies have prae receive water from theNew Melones Reservoir),” $ 0 8 The latest work will be
vailed in an appeal tha€Central Valley Projectssaid Nancie G. Marzullg, 6 * 8 the second phase of the Jen-
may resolve litigation ovgMNew Melones Reservoir. | counsel for the water dis- sen River Ranch Habitat

U.S.  Senators fro . A $4.6 biIqun San Frant Restoration project, which
from New Melones Reseflast-ditch attempt by the California and Nevada areisco water improvementhopes to improve the ap-
voir government to obtain |a # . #! trying again to win ap-and seismic safety progranpearance of 67 acres of the
'i'he U.S. Court of Aptrehearing # 7 proval for $415 million in for its Hetch Hetchy water old Jensen River Ranch.
peals for t'he' Federal Circlit  In den.ying the petitio federal funding for environ-system is under way. An earlier phase, con-
issued a ruling that de-| the court held that “there i’f mental improvements gt Four projects that arpducted by the Department of
endina U ong whether bno denying that the quanfi- The Senate Committ¢eake Tahoe over the nepiey parts of the overa|l Water Resources in 2007,
P g up . Y : n Environment and Publidecade. program have been startedestored 100 acres.
not the government appeattes of water promised we ; : : . | Acquired by the Wildlif
- orks is assembling ifs Senators Dianne Feinin San Mateo County. cquired by the vvilahre
to the U.S. Supreme Counot delivered, and th . L . Conservation Board in 1997
i d 1o litigatherefore a breach occurredersion of the next Watestein and Barbara Boxer [of They include upgrades™!
may put an end 1o liugaineret - Devel rCalifornia introduced thito the Crvstal Sori RegWith the help of the former
tion involving the StocktohThis is beyond dispute. T esources evelopmgralifornia introduce o the Crystal Springs Reg

L . . . i Friant Water Users Author-
East Water District, Centragvidence is conclusive.” ity and the U.S. Bureau of
San Joaquin Water Conser- The case is now re- This legislation, which Reclamation, the 167-acre
vation District and Califortmanded to the Unitgds supposed to be reaut

Jensen River Ranch was
nia Water Service ComStates Court of Federalized every two years, | transferred to the San Joa-

use of Reclamation water The court rejected |aricts.

ct (WRDA). Lake Tahoe Restoratioervoir system, a water treg
Act of 2011 in the Senatenent plant and regional
along with Nevada ca-pipelines.

ponsors Harry Reid and Hetch Hetchy wate

pany. Claims for a determinatigrthorizes the Army Corps Oh?hinélr?ni.nal restoratiorid?li\\//eerﬁgsérr(\)/r(;r ;]a?lfrl]urgn Z)quin River Conservancy.

Cal Water serves Stockef monetary damages. Engineers to construct cri iéct ex iredgin 2000 was built by San Francigcog The Conservancy, cre-
ton residents and bugi- “The federal govern-cal flood protection, navi- A P ffort t .th L . \3(/ o Nat r}ated in 1992, works to pre-
nesses. ment entered into firfgation, and ecosystem r n effort to reauthorizea scenic Yosemite Nationflserve and enhance the San

?t passed a Senate commiBark valley, provides watgrjoaquin River's biological
tee in 2009 but has not pider more than 2.4 millior} diversity and protect its cul-
gressed since. Bay Area people. tural and natural resources.

The litigation centerepfcommitments with thegeoration projects natio
on whether the water digwater districts to get a permwide.

. . Acre-Feet Mar. 30 Last Year Capacity
San Joaqum River U.S. Bureau of Reclamation DAMS AND RESERVOIRS
Inches 2010-11 2009-2010 Season Avg. X - .
Including  Including Throughg Cubic Feet Per Second Mar. 30 Mar. 31,10 Millerton Lake........ 443,297 422,984 520,500 Acre-Feet Mar. 30 Capacity.
Mar. 30 Mar. 31 March i i
3252 3590 Calculated Natural Flow (Friant) —....... 4,579 3,526 Southern California Edison Company Chowckhilla River /Buchanan.......... 127,257 150,000
3412 2921 Actual Millerton Lake Inflow ... .. 6,017 2,652 Edison Lake........... 50,228 35,544 125,000 Fresno River /Hidden ............. 69,119 90,000
1491 2332 Actual Flow At Friant ... .. 6,996 1,096 Florence Lake........ 21,789 6,409 64,400 Merced River / New Exchequer....... 762,033 1,024,600
’ ’ Flow at Gravelly Ford ... .. 7,407 Huntington Lake.... 43,754 32,050 89,000 . ) )
Flow below Mendota Dam ................. 3,117 Shaver Lake........... 111,696 91,720 135,300 Kings River /Pine Flat..................... 778,735 1,000,000
Mammoth Pool....... 61,001 25,036 122,000 Wishon, Courtright total 69,800 251,900
SEASONAL RUNOFF Redinger Lake........ 22,268 21,461 26,120 Kawea_h River / Terminus 91,381 185,600
Flow at Vernalis  (san Joaguin County).......... 21,092 Tule River / Success.... 42,051 29,000*
) Total Delta inflow .. 185, Pacific Gas and Electric Company *—Capacity for eme control, 82,314 acre-feet.
Acre-Feet " In 2010-11 Predicted Prev. Year Delta outflow index . ) Bass Lake............. 24,518 31,130 35,000% Kern River /lsabella.... ... 238,389 360,000
March (307)........... 255,568 169,748 135,346 Delta CONTIIONS. ..o Kerckhoff Lake...... 4,134 3,616 4,200 *—Capacity for emergency flood control, 570,000 acre-feet.
C\FT_JL\J(W period... 860.272 1%%33%% 1;;552227 *—Temporary capacity pending Crane Valley Dam seismic retrofit
alervear. : : : Uostream Total . 339 379 246,965 $11.400 San Luis Reservoir /CVP.......... 967,317 980,000
pstream fotal ....... ' . v State Water Project portion......... 1,067,639 1,060,000
2009-2010 Total (October 1-September 30) — 2,027,693 Friant-Kern Canal 884 1,651
Madera Canal 175 354 OVERALL............ 782,676 669,950 1,131,900 San Luis Reservoir total — .............. 2,034,956 2,040,000
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U.S. District Judge Oliver

Wanger of Fresno has agreed to appip

a settlement to help protect endangg

and threatened species in the Deltdfb

permitting anglers to keep more 3

larger numbers of the voracious striged

bass than is now permitted.
Striped bass, a non-native speq

that is a favorite among sport fishg

men, are known to feast upon sal
and Delta smelt, both of which are p
tected under the federal Endang
Species Act.

Salmon and smelt protections h
resulted in drastic south-
of-the-Delta water supply
curtailments over the
past two decades.

Judge Wanger said
would accept the settl
ment of litigation
brought three years ago
against the State of Cali-
fornia by the Coalition#" 2)
for a Sustainable Delta. 1

“We just want them to stop proted-

ing this non-native species that is ha

ing the ecosystem,” Matt Mahon of tfje

Coalition for a Sustainable Delta, said

The settlement could result in fewrscientific evidence for the biological opinion'ssestion that op-

restrictions on federal Central Vall§

quin Valley agricultural water supplie$

West Side water supply impacfs
particularly within the CVP’s San Lulg

Unit, have been enormous.

The settlement could also bendfi

Project and State Water Project Dgj

lead to an increase in western San Ja- 1 ")

es
Mdered by Judge Wanger and followed a 225-word iecithat that water could be moved to storage in reservaitd under-
D

COURT'S FINAL JUDGMENT

-1 4
U.S. District Judge Oliver Wanger’s final writteudjgment in uted to the impacts of other Delta stressors (amon-native

%elta smelt protection litigation will be sendirtgetU.S. Fish andpredators and water quality problems) on the Dstialt.

ildlife Service back to the drawing board to ceeah accept-

Gé(ble biological opinion.

In a separate case involving protection for salmaunige
The order, issued by the court March 28, came énvthke of Wanger had been expected to rule March 31 on aestdyy ur-
a decision last December by Wanger tinalidated major por-ban and agricultural water users to block limitsDmita pumping
tions of the most recent USFWS plan. set to begin April 1 to protect salmon and othecags.

It was the second biological opinion rewrite in foxears or- ~ Water users had asked that pumping levels not tieiled so

Bermed key parts of the 2008 biological opinionbitrary, capri- ground basins south of the Delta. A three-day hgawas held
tious and unlawful."Wanger said the biological dopmrelied on recently on the request.
eeply flawed and inappropriate methodology. Water users agreed March 29 that the request emporary
Under the order, the biological opinion is to beised by the restraining order was no Ionge_r needed at this bewause O.f the
@SFWS by October 1 with U.S. Bureau of Reclamatieview extremely wet conditions and improved water sugmgdglaration.

and environmental findings to be finished on Decentlb. Itis possible the issue may go back before thetdater.

The judgment decides all outstanding claims inr@sobidated # $ %
case brought by water users and others challerigagiological I #

opinion, which triggered significant reductionsvater deliveries

for customers of the State Water Project and thetr@eValley A legal battle over the Constitutional authoritytbé United

Project over the past three years. States to protect the Delta smelt under the Endedg8pecies
The defendants did prevail on some points. Thegudded Act could be headed to the Supreme Court.

that the USFWS did not violate the National Envimemtal Pol- ~ Pacific Legal Foundation (PLF) attorneys say theyaonsid-

icy Act and ruled in favor of the federal defendann several€ring petitioning the high court to hear their Gitngonal chal-

other claims, including that the Bureau of Reclaomatlid not lenge to crippling federal regulations imposed fotgct the Delta

violate the Endangered Species Act.. smelt. Th_ose regulations two years ago resulteﬂanon[qn wa-
The judge acknowledged that the case may be agpeale ter-pumping cutbacks for farmers, businesses amhuoities.

_ His December decision said the USFWS did not relythe PLF'On hMﬁ"Ch 2?’ the I\:{”th Clir(t:_uit Court of Aﬁtﬂ?t;fjgcttﬁd
best scientific data available, in violation of tBSA. The judge - > Chalenge to sSmell regulations on grounaaalated the
Constitution’s Commerce Clause but also rejectéetlaral argu-

ment that PLF’s clients — three San Joaquin Val&ynkrs who
have been hurt by the water cutbacks — lacked stgrid bring
the case.

ruled the agency manipulated data, creating matgga in viola-
tion of the ESA. Judge Wanger also said there isupport in the

erations of the state and federal pumps near Tmawg contrib-
a

water export pumping restrictions a@d

¥
0."" -

Friant Division water users. Frianifs

CVP supply from the San Joaq
River depends upon the ability of f
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to delive
substitute supply of water pumped fr¢
the Delta to the San Joaquin River [

water rights holders.

species, its provisions agreed to by

California Department of Fish anp

Game are bad news for stripers.

must work with the National Mari

Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish §
Wildlife Service to develop new rulg

governing striped bass fishing.

New regulations and limits are
specified. Now, anglers may take o
two stripers each day and they must
larger than a foot and a half in length

cant predator of Delta smelt a

salmon, stripers have vocal supportefls|—

namely the same people who enjoy
sport of catching them.

Anglers are angry over the settfet
I°

ment and the California Sportfishi

Although striped bass are a sign|ji

Protection Alliance contends the agrf

ment could lead to a drastic decline
stripers without scientific proof that
will help save endangered spec
Settlement opponents blame “pq

Delta water management” for the g

dangered species’ declines.

oI

-gnnounced the legislation that would, over

e-
in

A San Joaquin Valley Congressman Costa said the proposal would alsently negotiating a final version of the FY

ghas launched a legislative bill that he sapsovide reasonable protection to threatenéd funding bill.

gvould bring a significant increase in vallegpecies. ( $

agricultural water supplies for growers g : Ronald D. Jacobsma, Friant Water Au-
served from the Central Valley Project Specifically, he said, the legislatiothority General Manager, spoke in support

change Contractors, the river's histqfidCVP) and the California State Water Prog,, , modify reasonable and prudent abf the Costa legislation, pointing out to

ject (SWP).
During a Fresno news conferen
March 28, Rep. Jim Cost@-California)

ternatives in biological opinions for operareporters that restoration of Delta water

fon of the CVP and the SWP issued by tiseipply certainty would help Friant Divi-

United States Fish and Wildlife Servicsion contractors of CVP water.

) ) d the National Marine Fisheries Service. Friant diversions are made possible

i?egt?;(; ff{)ourEmeda;éeprrg(\jndsepg((:)izgrisciloina} “Our streets are flooding, our foodhrough pumping of Delta water into the
';&Ianks are going empty, and unemploymepklta-Mendota Canal to provide a substi-

lementation while restoring operation . . h . . . .
Flexibility for California Water%rojgcts the Valley is nearing 20%. California’sute supply for agencies that have historic
3 " water system is broken. We can fix it,fights to otherwise use San Joaquin River

said Costa. “This common sense legisl@zater. East Side contractors of Cross Val-
tion would bring needed flexibility to Cali-ley Canal water also depend upon Delta

5 fornia’s water policy. If this bill becomespumping.

law, our valley would receive an additional  j54 pej Bosque, owner of Empresas

t 200,000 acre feet of water that could B§e| gosque, of Los Banos and a California

Y put to good use this summer. , _Water Commission member, said the addi-
The measure faces an uncertain politiynal water would permit him to grow

cal future, although among a number ©fngther 120 acres of cantaloupes, 85

California lawmakers there is bipartisaQ.rag of asparagus, and irrigate 500 more

support for loosening the regulatory grigcres of wheat. The increase would bring

on the Delta pumps. _ . 25 jobs to my farm alone and put food on
The Costa bill is similar to legislationya taple for more valley families.”

proposed by Rep. Devin NunesR-( Costa said the bill would provide time

California) in the Democratic 111 Con- far Delta solutions and corrections to be
gress, where he made a number of attem qsmed

to include “turn on the pumps” legislatio
in various bills. In the new Republican
controlled House, Nunes successfully in- The environmental community was not
cluded provisions in a Fiscal 2011 apprénthused.
g priations bill (H.R. 1) that would waive Nor were commercial fishing interests
ESA restrictions on the Delta pumps.  pleased. They contended the legislation
The House passed H.R. 1 a few weeksuld remove discretion from the federal
ago, but the Senate didn't approve thgovernment and lead to increased fish
measure. Congressional leaders are cpiortality.

I %
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/ stream power company reser-
was increased to 7,500 cubigoirs have greater vacant space.
feet per second, some 500 feet . o 1cau has made avall-
below the channel capacity, a8ple a 100% Class 1 supply
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation | -0 w104 season” temr,J i
evacuated water to create StOFéry full allocation of Class

age space in Millerton LakeWater and low-cost “Sectio

Helped = by ~welcomed .dry215” (unstorable) water.
weather, the lake was dropping. o
The California Departmen

$3$ .
The spring runoff, however of Wa@er R(_asources predicts San
' 'Joaquin River natural runof

st begnring Wi oW assuming normal preciptato
(fccurs, will be 148% of averag

April 1 — the date upon WhIChfrom April through July, mor

snow conditions are assumed ;:Fuan 1.8 million acre-feet. Ther

peak — between 147% an S “
ave been indications the “most
264% of average, the Bureau "
robable” runoff forecast coul

and Friant water managers knO\;(\:J/”mb to 163% of average, more
what must be done.

o _than 2 million acre-feet.
“We are high in the reservoir

and we have got to make somedl —

room,” Bureau Area Manager Along with big snow accu-

Michael Jackson told Friant Wamulations at low elevation, the

ter Authority directors Marchstorms dumped huge amounts (of
d
5,

24. “Now is our window of rain on the foothills and recor
weather to move some water.” totals at some valley location
As of March 31, Millerton making farm work difficult.

Lake held about 438,000 acreSeveral inches fell in many $ 1 1 %# "
feet and was dropping. It wasplaces. Local flooding and foot-4 " , 1 1 )% ) /

however, still 84% full. Up- hill mudslides were common. ! 1340 "o( "L "%

& @!'1 10/ $)0?" %/" %

/ Wenger said, “It's up to us to do something to prév  DWR and California Cooperative Snow Survey offf-
many locations, including a number of places indée- the chronic water shortages some of us face nowttendcials said this year's Sierra Nevada snowpackedaty-
tral and southern Sierra Nevada. severe shortages all of us face when rain and galbsv est since the big 1994-95 water year.

Most of the state’s major reservoirs are also abaort. California needs more reservoirs to capinoge $
normal storage levels. Rivers are running highffoatl of these flood flows when they occur, so we carhhbot “This year's snowpack counts as one of the big;offes
releases are numerous to maintain storage spaesén |essen the chances for catastrophic floods and tieatl there aren't many of them,” said Maury Roos, Stége
voirs. water for the dry years we know will come.” teorologist. Roos told the San Francigchronicle that

“Still, it's easy to see why simply having a lot of( $ ' an above-average water year was not expected Eedhus
rain, snow and runoff doesn’'t mean water needsatiie  “While it is good news, it is important to remembesf a strongLa Nifia pattern, featuring cooler water thg
being met,” Jacobsma said. that this water won't last forever,” said Mike Wa@ali- usual, in the tropical Pacific.

Even with water supply greatly exceeding demafstnia Farm Water Coalition Executive Director. Long-range forecasts last summer and fall predidjed
around the well-soaked state and hundreds of timolssaCurrently the State's reservoirs are at 85% caparid the precipitation-accumulation months would be cgfo
of acre-feet of water flowing out the Golden Gaterg pumps have been turned off because there is nowherand dry. The cool (or downright cold) conditionyed
day, Jacobsma noted, “The system is so burdenéd wibre additional supplies. That means if Califoruiens correct and the weather did dry out in Januaryraodh
environmental restrictions that San Luis Unit caators dry again next year, today's abundance is lost.” of February, but only between the big storms ttaamjo-
of the Central Valley Project are only to receivé5# Wade agreed that “California is in need of more reened the holidays and those in March.
supply.” State Water Project contractors are a&ss lervoirs for water storage. Almost 300,000 acre-fest “To have a mid-winter dry spell isn't unusual,” Rof
than whole, at 70% of contract amounts. ( day is being released to the Pacific Ocean, endaglsaid. “But when we had six dry weeks, we thoughh,

0 . $1 /! ) serve the domestic needs of one to two millionfGali it's aLa Nifiaafter all.” Then March came, and it turngg

California Farm Bureau Federation President Paiihns for an entire year.” out to be one of the wettest we've had.”

& 1 . 1 . 272%

/ Rep. Jeff Denham R-California). This ply,” Costa and Cardoza said. “With the amount of flow we're seeing
water supply,” said Natural Resourcefield hearing will provide an excellent “Unlike previous years when federatjoing through the system, the protection is
Committee Chairman Doc Hasting®-( opportunity to talk on the record with waefficials could legitimately claim that wa-built in, which allows us to pump more
Washingtoi ter managers, farmers and the Obama aer supply reductions were due, in part, feequently than we’d anticipated,” Lucero

“Over the last few years, governmentinistration about why reduced watedrought conditions, this year demonstratesid.
bureaucrats have greatly restricted thglocations put in place by the Administrathe draconian impact these regulatio@5 1&
water supply to the California farms thagon are damaging the Valley and to detelnave on the people who live and work on Nor everyone was pleased. Many po-
help feed our country. It is inexcusable fafine what new legislation is needed tthe West Side of the San Joaquin Valley.litical and agricultural leaders continued to
thousands to be without work and hunrectify the situation. All Valley Congressmen and Senataquestion how 35% of contracted CVP
dreds of thousands of fertile farm acres to Another Congressman, Devin NuneBianne Feinstein[¥-California) criticized water supplies can't be delivered in such a
sit fallow,” said Hastings. “This hearingR-California), stated, “The deliberatea mid-March decision by the U.S. Bureawet year with flood conditions occurring.
gives us an opportunity to hear directlhanagement of California’s water infraef Reclamation to increase south-of-Delta An environmental spokesman blamed
from valley growers and farm workerstructure to deprive the people access dgricultural supplies of Central Valleythe increase on catering to wasteful irriga-
who have been on the brink of losing theiater should alarm everyone in America.Project water only from 50% to 55% detion practices of “corporate farms.”
livelihoods due to the government’'s man- In another statement, Congressmapite much-above-average precipitation “These allocations are unsustainable,”

made drought.” Jim Costa D-California) and Congress-and runoff. said Gordon Becker, Senior Fisheries Sci-
man Dennis CardozaD{California), said $ ( entist at the Center for Ecosystem Man-
Other subcommittee members citeghey were pleased with the decision to On March 28, Bureau officials in-agement and Restoration.
farm fallowing and resulting high unemhold a field hearing in Fresno. creased the West Side’'s CVP supply to “If we don't fix the water supply
ployment and climbing national food 65%. plumbing and allocations in time, we'll
prices as results of the water supply cut- “When the President flies to San Fran- Bureau of Reclamation spokesmahave an effective collapse of the Califor-
backs. cisco next month, we hope he takes tiRete Lucero said the Interior Departmenta salmon fishery and literal collapse of

“Even in wet years such as this ongéime to look out the window and see thagency decided more water could kbe water supply infrastructure when the
fellow farmers in the Central Valley arémpact his Administration is having on thg@umped from the Delta while still protectnext big earthquake hits those Delta lev-
encountering a man-made drought,” safdrgotten San Joaquin Valley's water supag endangered species. ees.”



