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River Restoration, 
Delta Biological 
Opinions Targeted 

Appropriations for San Joaquin River 
restoration and Delta water export pump-
ing biological opinions would be elimi-
nated as part of the proposed House of 
Representatives deficit slicing. 

The provisions were part of a continu-
ing resolution that the House’s Republican 
majority approved to continue to fund the 
government for the coming seven months 
but by eliminating some $100 billion pro-
posed by President Obama or which were 
part of eliminated earmarks. 

The Democratic minority in the House 
voted solidly against the measure, which 

now is in the Senate. The Senate is con-
trolled by Democrats. 

Funding for San Joaquin River Resto-
ration, including the Water Management 
Goal, under the Settlement comes from  
funds that  have been or soon will be paid 
to Reclamation by Friant districts as part 

of paying off Central Valley Project con-
tracts in exchange for perpetual “9D” re-
payment contracts,  annual fees paid by 
Friant water contractors under the Central 
Valley Project Improvement Act, addi-
tional federal appropriations and state 
funding, primarily from Propositions 84 

and 1E. Congress previously ratified the 
Settlement and authorized the Bureau of 
Reclamation to implement the project. 

The Delta pumping biological opin-
ions are required under the Endangered 
Species Act to be in place before diver-
sions can take place.  
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‘We Have To Move Water,’ 
Bureau Tells Contractors 

Between a series of major holiday season storms 
and two recent smaller but still highly productive 
snow producing events, Friant Division contractors 
and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation must again deal 
with an above average water supply and limited 
surface storage. 

 “We have a lot of snow up there,” Bureau op-
erations official Ed Salazar told managers of Friant 
Division districts February 25. “We have to move 
water.” 
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Reclamation is trying to help Friant contractors 
do just that. The first formal water supply declara-
tion for the contract year beginning March 1, 2011 
is 100% (800,000 acre-feet) of Class 1 and a Class 2 
supply of 20%.  Uncontrolled season Class 2 water, 
which  allows  contractors  to  take  as much Class 2 
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Published by the Friant Water Authority, as a review of 
issues and developments to inform those interested in 
water supplies along the East Side of the southern San 
Joaquin Valley. To comment or ask any questions, please 
write or call us at (559) 562-6305, visit our web site at 
www.Friantwater.org or contact your local irrigation dis-
trict. This issue was printed March 1. 
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Arvin-Edison Water Storage District 
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District 

Exeter Irrigation District 
Fresno Irrigation District 

Ivanhoe Irrigation District 
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation 

District  
Kern-Tulare Water District 
Lindmore Irrigation District 

Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation District 
Lower Tule River Irrigation District 

Madera Irrigation District 
Orange Cove Irrigation District 
Pixley Irrigation District 

Porterville Irrigation District 

Saucelito Irrigation District 

Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 

Stone Corral Irrigation District 

Tea Pot Dome Water District 

Terra Bella Irrigation District 

Tulare Irrigation District 

 
WATERSHED PRECIPITATION 
 

Inches                        2010-11  2009-2010 Season Avg. 
                                Including   Including      Through 
         Feb. 23             Feb. 24               Feb. 
Huntington Lake ......... 39.93 23.31      29.60 
Bass Lake ................... 34.18 26.97 27.98 
Friant ........................... 16.88 10.94   9.98 

 
SEASONAL RUNOFF 
Acre-Feet In 2010-11 Predicted  Prev. Year  
February (23rd) .....        86,877    98,000    61,756                  
April-July period…                                                  1,535,227 
Water Year………         577,266                 249,393    

 
2009-2010 Total  (October 1-September 30) — 2,027,693 

 
 

 

FLOWS 
San Joaquin River 

Cubic Feet Per Second                       Feb. 23    Feb. 24, '10 
 
Calculated Natural Flow (Friant)  .......   2,090     1,320 
Actual Millerton Lake Inflow ..............   1,609    1,957 
Actual Flow At Friant  .........................      200    400 
Flow at Gravelly Ford  ........................      220      25 
Flow below Mendota Dam  .................      444        

 

Flow at Vernalis  (San Joaquin County).......... 11,696                                  
Total Delta inflow  ..............................  53,207              
Delta outflow index  ...........................  50,707              
Delta conditions  ................................ Excess               
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Friant-Kern Canal  ...............................   2,112                  860                
Madera Canal ......................................          0                      0 

 

RESERVOIR STORAGE  

Acre-Feet                Feb. 23 Last Year    Capacity  
 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
Millerton Lake ........ 410,594 264,295            520,500 

 
Southern California Edison Company 

Edison Lake ...........   58,471   50,915            125,000 
Florence Lake ........  25,773     7,003              64,400 
Huntington Lake....  64,308   36,902 89,000 
Shaver Lake ...........  66,234                87,926           135,300 
Mammoth Pool ......   80,591   73,863            122,000 
Redinger Lake .......  24,108   25,031 26,120 

 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Bass Lake ..............  19,561   30,195             35,000* 
Kerckhoff Lake ......    3,718     3,619    4,200 
*—Temporary capacity pending Crane Valley Dam seismic retrofit 

Upstream Total  ......343,034 315,454             611,400 
  
OVERALL ............    753,628              580,38 3         1,131,900  
 

 

OTHER SOUTH VALLEY 
DAMS AND RESERVOIRS  

Acre-Feet      Feb. 23   Capacity  
 
Chowchilla River  / Buchanan ..........  114,185  150,000 
Fresno River  / Hidden .....................    49,297    90,000 
Merced River  / New Exchequer .......  817,794        1,024,600 
 
Kings River  / Pine Flat .....................  661,300        1,000,000 
    Wishon, Courtright total ................    82,164           251,900 
Kaweah River  / Terminus ................    14,946  185,600 
Tule River  / Success ........................    16,217   29,000* 

*—Capacity for emergency flood control, 82,314 acre-feet. 
Kern River  / Isabella ........................  210,811   360,000* 

*—Capacity for emergency flood control, 570,000 acre-feet. 

San Luis Reservoir  / CVP ...............  973,830  980,000 
    State Water Project portion .........  1,017,525        1,060,000 

San Luis Reservoir total   ..............  1,991,355    2,040,000 
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For a second time, an 

experimental “bubble bar-
rier” complete with bright 
lights and loud noise will be 
installed, this time near Wal-
nut Grove, to help steer 
salmon on a safer course 
through the Delta toward the 
ocean. 

The California Depart-
ment of Water Resources is 
installing an experimental 
“bubble barrier.”  

The barrier is a sheet of 
bubbles enclosing strobe 
lights and underwater acous-
tics. It is meant to scare 
young salmon away from 
Georgiana Slough, a channel 
off the Sacramento River in 
which young salmon are 
frequently caught and eaten 
by striped bass or other 
predators. Some are lost to 
irrigation pumps. 

Some 1,500 salmon are 
to be tracked to test the bar-
rier’s success. The test is to 
conclude and the unique 
barrier is to be removed by 
the middle of May.  

Buoying hopes of DWR 
scientists are encouraging 

salmon-channeling tests 
utilizing a similar barrier at 
the head of Old River in the 
south Delta during 2009 and 
2010. 

The barrier is to be more 
than nine feet below the 
surface to avoid boats.  

Meanwhile, preliminary 
results from the earlier pro-
ject, conducted by the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation, 
show that a sound, air and 
light barrier successfully 
kept juvenile Chinook 
salmon in the San Joaquin 
River and out of Old River 
on their way to the ocean.  

In past years, a solid 
rock barrier was built at the 
head of Old River to keep 
smolts out of Old River and 
away from state and federal 
pumps near Tracy.  
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Embattled Klamath Ba-
sin farmers and irrigators in 
Oregon and Northern Cali-

fornia scored a significant 
victory in a ruling by a fed-
eral appeals court. 

The United States Court 
of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit overturned a ruling 
by the United States Court 
of Federal Claims that de-
nied claims by plaintiffs for 
$100 million as compensa-
tion from the federal govern-
ment in the 2001 shutoff of 
water to Klamath water us-
ers. 

The case has been re-
manded for further proceed-
ings. “The government’s 
decision not to deliver any 
water at all to the farmers in 
the Klamath Basin was dev-
astating,” said Nancie 
Marzulla, counsel for the 
Klamath water users.  

“We are extremely 
pleased that the Federal Cir-
cuit and Oregon Supreme 
Court have confirmed that 
these farmers have a prop-
erty interest in water that 
they have put to beneficial 
use for over 100 years.”  
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N ew Success Dam 
may be moving 
closer to develop-

ment but, even with inclu-
sion of site acquisition funds 
in President Obama’s fiscal 
2012 budget, there is a long 
way to go before the project 
becomes reality. 

The President’s budget 
includes $18 million for the 
long-awaited Success Dam 
seismic remediation project.  

Some $15 million of that 
amount is allocated for the pur-
chase of needed property and $3 
million to begin  design.  

Whether or not the fund-
ing will become reality re-
mains a question mark given 
the current state of the fed-
eral budget and national 
deficit.  . 

Being contemplated is a 
new dam, to be located just 
downstream from the exist-
ing earth-fill barrier east of 

Porterville that has been 
identified as having seismic 
safety problems. 

Seven years ago, a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
seismic study determined 
the existing dam would have 
a high probability of failure 
from an earthquake centered 
nearby. The Corps has since 
changed its focus to seepage 
issues. 

A dam collapse could 
unleash a devastating flood 
in Porterville and the sur-
rounding area. 

Storage has been limited 
in Lake Success for the past 
several years as a safety 
precaution. 
���"��#�!����������"��#�!����������"��#�!����������"��#�!�������� ���

��������	
����		
���	��	���������	

The City of Visalia is 
upgrading its wastewater 
treatment plant to increase 

the amount of water that can 
be recycled and help reduce 
the need for pumping 
groundwater.  

The upgraded plant will 
feature membrane bioreactor 
(MBR) technology by GE 
and will be the largest MBR 
plant in California when it 
enters service in 2013. 

“The upgrade will pro-
vide the city with an addi-
tional source of water and 
will ease the demand on the 
water table, which we are 
concerned about reaching 
lower levels,” said Andrew 
Benelli, city Public Works 
Director.  

“The treatment plant 
now will have the capability 
to provide recycled water for 
a number of additional uses 
such as golf courses and 
agricultural areas.”��
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The Friant Water Au-
thority will be represented 
on a panel discussion on 
April 7. 

It will be part of the San 
Joaquin Valley Regional 
Association of Counties 
spring conference. 

FWA Assistant General 
Manager Mario Santoyo will 
speak on valley water is-
sues . 

Others on the water 
panel will be  Kings River 
Conservation District Gen-
eral Manager David Orth 
and Westlands Water Dis-
trict General Manager Tom 
Birmingham. 

The conference will take 
place April 6-8 at the Tachi 
Palace Hotel and Casino 
near Lemoore. 
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A series of panel discussions will highlight the 
present and future of agricultural water use in Cali-
fornia during the 2011 Intelligent Use of Water Sum-
mit. 

Entitled “California Agriculture at a Crossroads,” 
the event is being sponsored by Rain Bird Corpora-
tion in partnership with the Center for Irrigation 
Technology at California State University, Fresno. It 
will be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, March 15, 
at the Veterans Memorial Building in Clovis. To 
register, go on line to www.rainbird.com/
summitRSVP. 

Mario Santoyo, Friant Water Authority Assistant 
General Manager, is among the featured speakers.  

Others include Tim Quinn, Executive Director, 
Association of California Water Agencies; Byron 
Buck, Executive Director, State and Federal Contrac-
tors Water Agency; Jason Peltier, Chief Deputy Gen-
eral Manager, Westlands Water District; Joe Del 
Bosque – President and CEO, Empresas Del Bosque, 
and a member of the California Water Commission; 
Richard Matoian, Executive Director, Western Pista-
chio Association; Mike Wade, Executive Director, 
California Farm Water Coalition; David Orth, Gen-
eral Manager, Kings River Conservation District; 
Manucher Alemi, Chief, Office of Water Use and 
Efficiency, California Department of Water Re-
sources; and Juliet Christian-Smith, Senior Research 
Associate, Pacific Institute. Moderator will be Dr. 
David Zoldoske, Director of the Center for Irrigation 
Technology. 
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water, which allows contractors to take as much Class 2 
water as possible up to their contractual entitlement, will 
also be available beginning March 1 and is expected to be 
available for two months.   

In addition,  60,000 acre-feet of low-cost Recovered 
Water Account supply as provided under the San Joaquin 
River Settlement, has been made available.  

“Even with having to provide interim San Joaquin 
River Restoration Program releases from Friant Dam, 
Millerton Lake’s small size is going to again make man-
aging the river and avoiding flood releases a challenge,” 
said Ronald D. Jacobsma, Friant Water Authority Gen-
eral Manager. 

The reservoir behind Friant Dam has a capacity of 
just 520,500 acre-feet and an “active capacity” (above the 
“dead storage” elevation below which water cannot be 
diverted into the Friant-Kern and Madera canals) of only 
385,000 acre-feet. “This is the only storage the Bureau 
has to manage an average annual watershed runoff of 1.7 
million acre-feet,” Jacobsma said. 
-./0�"���$
���
 �

As it stands, the most recent (February 24) California 
Department of Water Resources forecast indicates that if 
normal amounts of precipitation continue, the runoff 

could total 1.66 million acre-feet – and that is just during 
the peak April-through-July snowmelt period. The calcu-
lated natural runoff at Friant during that four-month span 
is predicted to most probably be 132% of average. 

Salazar said the Bureau expects to have to deal with 
inflows to Millerton Lake totaling 411,000 acre-feet from 
natural flow and Southern California Edison Company 
hydropower releases during the next two months. 

Millerton Lake storage held relatively steady during 
the last several days in February and on February 27 was 
408,674 acre-feet, 78% of capacity. The last two storms 
were cold and resulted in snow falling down to low ele-
vations, “but the 112,000 acre-feet of space in Millerton 
isn’t much to store the runoff once the snowmelt gets 
going,” Jacobsma said. 
!�����*���""	��
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Salazar agreed. “If demands in canal use don’t in-
crease, there are going to be more flood releases,” he 
said. “I don’t have much room to work with.” 

The San Joaquin River did have a flood release from 
Friant Dam – first since the interim restoration flows be-
gan in the fall of 2009 – during much of January to 
evacuate some stored water after the late December and 
New Year’s storms brought 15-20 inches of precipitation 
or more to some locations in the watershed. 

Salazar said the massive 1982-83 water year and very 
wet conditions in 2005-06 are the most recent occasions 
in which Millerton Lake has had so much early season 
runoff. 

The DWR’s February 24 prediction indicates that if 
above-average precipitation occurs through the end of the 
season, San Joaquin River natural April-July runoff could 
reach 2.31 million acre-feet, 184% of average. If the rest 
of the season is critically dry, runoff is forecast to still be 
108% of average, 1.36 million acre-feet. 
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Meanwhile, the Bureau declared a 50% West Side 
supply for agricultural water service contractors south of 
the Delta, the best in years for so early in the season al-
though it is on half of contracted amounts despite a sec-
ond straight wet water year. South-of-Delta municipal 
and industrial, contractors are to receive 75% of historic 
use. The San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors will 
receive a full supply.  Because of delta pumping restric-
tions, additional precipitation is not anticipated to allow 
for an increase in South of Delta water supplies.  

San Luis Reservoir, in which water is stored on the 
West Side for both the Central Valley Project and State 
Water Project, is full. 
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Delta Smelt Pumping Restrictions Relaxed 

At least through June 
there could be less angst 
among federal and state 
contractors of north state 
water pumped from the 
Bay-Delta Estuary. 

In a February action that 
appeared to favor water 
users, agreement was 
reached between federal 
Central Valley Project and 
State Water Project con-
tractors, the environmental 
community and the federal 
government to relax Delta 
smelt protective pumping 
restrictions for the next four 
months. 
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Whether or not the set-

tlement will result in more 
pumping depends to be 
seen. There have been no 
Delta pumping restrictions 
imposed this year and the 
settlement will temporarily 
loosen criteria for determin-
ing whether Delta condi-
tions warrant limiting 
pumping. 

The Friant Water Au-
thority has been monitoring 
developments. Diversions 
of water from the San Joa-
quin River at Friant Dam 
into the Friant-Kern and 
Madera canals are made 
possible by a substitute 
supply of water pumped 
from the Delta and deliv-
ered at Mendota Pool, west 
of Fresno, to the San Joa-
quin River Exchange Con-
tractors, agencies with his-
toric river water rights. 

The settlement could 
provide additional water to 

contractors in the western 
San Joaquin Valley’s San 
Luis Unit which has been 
the area hit hardest over the 
past few years by Delta 
pumping cuts – ordered by 
a federal court – under the 
Endangered Species Act. 
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The Environmental 
community called it “an 
experiment” and said 

changing conditions could 
still limit pumping. 

Water contractors and 
environmental organiza-
tions will participate in 
weekly meetings used to 
determine whether or not 
pumping limits should be 
imposed. 

Timing is perfect be-
cause of expected spring 
high water flows. 
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Numbers were considerably better in the past year’s 

salmon run through the Delta. 
According to the California Department of Fish and 

Game in a report issued February 7, a total of 163,181 
Chinook salmon were recorded in the Sacramento and 
San Joaquin rivers during last fall’s census. 

Officials said the Central Valley system return for 
spawning was the best since 2006, but it fell short of 
federal predictions and the long-term average. The 2009 
count was 39,500 fall-run Chinook, the worst ever.  

The improved conditions came following three years 
of restrictions on ocean salmon fishing. More favorable 
ocean conditions are believed to have been a positive 
factor. Officials said 769,868 fish spawned during the 
fall of 2002, the most ever counted, in the Sacramento 
and San Joaquin rivers and their tributaries.  

Anglers have tended to blame the state and federal 
Delta water export pumps near Tracy for the decline of 
salmon. They and the environmental community have 
regularly called for still more in-stream water flows 
rather than diversion for beneficial use by cities and 
farmers. 
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Acceptance and acknowledgment has grown in re-
cent years that Delta has other stressors. Laura King 
Moon, Assistant General Manager of the State Water 
Contractors, contends, “The pumps are causing only a 
small and possibly not even a measurable effect, and 
there are other stressors that are affecting the viability of 
the fishery.” Those include a lack of spawning habitat, 
pollution, predation by other fish (particularly non-
native striped bass) and periodic poor ocean conditions. 
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Voracious striped bass, a popular but 
non-native sport fish that enjoys feasting 
on salmon, could soon be on greater num-
bers of anglers’ dining tables. 

A settlement has been reached in liti-
gation that would permit anglers to keep 
more and larger stripers than is now per-
mitted. U.S. District Court Judge Oliver 
Wanger of Fresno is to consider the settle-
ment March 17. 

The litigation was brought against the 
state by the Coalition for a Sustainable 
Delta. The Sacramento Bee reported that 
under the settlement, no fault is admitted 
by the state. 
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The plaintiffs are pleased. A spokes-
man, Michael Boccadoro, said, “All indi-
cations are that if you reduce predation 
(by striped bass) the endangered species 
should benefit substantially. We think it's 
a great settlement to begin to address the 
issue.” 

It had been contended by the Coalition 
for a Sustainable Delta that California 
Department of Fish and Game limits on 
the invasive species have permitted 

striped bass to proliferate, frequently 
feasting on endangered species such as 
salmon. Declines of other Delta species 
are also attributed to stripers. 

Striped bass are among several Delta 
stressors other than the state and federal 
water export pumps that tend to get all or 
most of the blame for Delta’s fishery de-
cline by water project critics.  

Some of the others include wastewater 
discharges from the Sacramento Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility, un-
screened diversions in  and other water 
quality problems. �0���	�
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If Judge Wanger gives his approval, 
fishing restrictions would be revised 
based on recommendations from federal 
agencies and the Department of Fish and 
Game. 
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Senator Dianne Feinstein is now 
chairing the Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on Energy and Water Develop-
ment. The subcommittee’s jurisdiction 
includes the Department of Energy, 
the Army Corps of Engineers, and the 
Interior Department water programs, 
including the Bureau of Reclamation.  
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Temperance Flat Tour  
Discusses Need For More  
Storage, Infrastructure 

A proposed major reservoir development on the San 
Joaquin River at Temperance Flat attracted a consider-
able amount of interest in early February. 

State legislators, California Water Commission mem-
bers and a number of water leaders and reporters took 
part in an informational tour to the site of the proposed 
Temperance Flat Dam February 4. 

They were also briefed on surface water storage needs 
and issues. The Association of California Water Agencies 
(ACWA) and California Latino Water Coalition joined 
the Friant Water Authority and engineering firm MWH 
Global in sponsoring and helping lead the tours for sepa-
rate groups. MWH is involved in the reservoir’s feasibil-
ity studies. 
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The events each featured a cruise on Millerton Lake 

to the site of the proposed Temperance Flat Dam and 
Reservoir, facilities that are under consideration in con-
nection with ongoing Delta activities and the November 
2012 comprehensive state water infrastructure bond 
measure. The favored dam site is located within the exist-
ing reservoir. 

The Temperance Flat project and other surface stor-
age proposals (such as the long-suggested Sites Reservoir 
in Colusa County) remain very controversial. The envi-
ronmental community has generally opposed all new 
reservoir proposals but high costs of development are a 
concern for others as well. 

Millerton Lake is the primary storage facility for the 
Central Valley Project’s Friant Division behind Friant 
Dam. Millerton is a reservoir with a rather small storage 
capacity of 520,500 acre-feet that must control average 
annual runoff of 1.7 million acre-feet.  

The proposed Temperance Flat Reservoir would be as 
large as 1.2 million acre-feet, a size that would be larger 
that Millerton Lake and all of the several existing up-
stream hydroelectric power reservoirs combined.  
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It is identified as a possible recipient of funding from 

the $11 billion bond that is to be considered by voters 
next year.  

Storage provided by Temperance Flat would capture 
high flows caused by heavy rain and snow. Much of that 
water now frequently is lost to flood releases because of 
Millerton Lake’s small size. Some of Temperance Flat’s 
possible uses include providing water for habitat and en-
vironmental purposes while greatly improving flood con-
trol and safety. Water quality benefits downstream could 
result and the reservoir’s operations would carry opportu-
nities for integration with statewide water systems to im-
prove supply flexibility. 
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 “Until we fix our broken water system, (California 

water crisis) problems will only continue to grow, and 
fixing the system includes constructing a new surface 
storage facility at Temperance Flat,” State Senator An-
thony Canella of Ceres added.  “As an engineer, I found 
the site tour and briefing to be extremely interesting and 
informative.” Canella was aboard the afternoon tour with 
another new legislator, Assembly Member David Val-
adao of Hanford.  

 “New surface water storage is essential to the eco-
nomic health of California,” said Valadao. “With ade-
quate infrastructure to capture and store water in wet 
years, we won’t face as much of a crisis in the dry years.” 

“After decades of struggle California stands at a 
crossroads concerning water,” said Dave Cogdill, a new 
member of the California Water Commission and a for-
mer legislator who authored the water bond. “The Legis-
lature has presented a truly comprehensive approach to 
providing a safe and reliable supply of water for genera-
tions to come, while at the same time creating a new level 
of environmental stewardship.” Cogdill took part in the 
day’s  second tour. 
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ACWA President Paul Kelley, also a member of the 

Water Commission, observed, “The visit and briefing 
today were extremely helpful in understanding the mag-
nitude of water savings that can be accomplished through 
storage projects around California, highlighting the need 
for new infrastructure.” 

Randy Record, Metropolitan Water District of South-
ern California Vice Chair, added, “For those of us in the 
Inland Empire of Southern California, we understand the 
importance of being able to use every molecule of avail-
able water. All Californians need to gain a strong under-
standing of the need to build strong infrastructure that 
will enable us to meet present and future needs of all in-

terests in California.” 

Friant Water Authority General Manager Ronald D. 
Jacobsma said, “Despite a strong start to the rainy season, 
there’s no doubt California still faces a massive water 
crisis due to both unpredictable rainfall levels and a water 
infrastructure system that simply cannot support our 
growing population.”  

Two FWA board members, Chairman Harvey Bailey 
(an Orange Cove Irrigation District Director) and Lucille 
Demetriff (Saucelito Irrigation District’s representative 
on the FWA board) took part in the afternoon tour. 
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Tim Quinn, ACWA Executive Director, said that “for 
those of us who were involved in the 2009 state water 
package, it is important to see firsthand how new water 
storage and infrastructure would be made part of our cur-
rent water systems while meeting environmental needs. 
We will be working hard to see to successful passage of 
the bond package next year.”  

Mario Santoyo, Friant Water Authority Assistant 
General Manager, gave a briefing on Friant Division and 
Friant Dam operations and challenges. Providing infor-
mation on the Upper San Joaquin Basin Storage Investi-
gation and the Temperance Flat Dam project investiga-
tion, including integration with other statewide water 
facilities and environmental benefits, was Bill Swanson 
of MWH Engineering.  

Taking part in the day’s first tour were state Water 
Commissioners Lu Hintz and Joe Del Bosque. On the 
afternoon tour were Kelley, Cogdill and another Water 
Commissioner, Daniel Curtin. Several legislative and 
congressional staff members took part, as did other civic, 
community and business leaders. 
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EPA Plans To Look At 
Stressors Other Than Pumps 

More than a score of federal and state 
agencies making studies or exerting regu-
latory influence on the Bay-Delta estuary 
apparently are not enough for the federal 
government. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) indicated February 10 it 
was launching a rulemaking action re-
lated to effectiveness of current water 
quality programs influencing the Delta’s 
health. 

The announcement sparked hope and 
concerns among water agencies ex-
hausted from more than two decades of 

often overlapping and fre-
quently redundant studies 
that have resulted in few 
projects or actions de-
signed to improve the 
Delta. 
      “EPA's announcement 
comes as water managers 
and others across the state 
are striving to address the 
Delta's serious challenges 
and achieve the co-equal 
goals of improving water 

supply reliability and ecosystem health,” 
said Timothy Quinn, Association of Cali-
fornia Water Agencies Executive Direc-
tor.  

He said it could be “a positive devel-
opment” unless EPA actions were to de-
rail efforts to reach agreement through 
processes such as the Bay-Delta Conser-
vation Plan (BDCP). 

EPA officials said they want to look 
beyond obsession by past studies that 
focused on effects of the state and federal 
Delta water export pumps, which have 
been crippled from meeting contractor 
water needs by court ordered pumping 
restrictions under the Endangered Species 
Act.  

The Friant Water Authority, because 
of Friant’s reliance on Delta water for the 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractor 
supply, monitors Delta issues closely. 

Jared Blumenfeld, EPA Regional 
Administrator, said the agency would 
examine other Delta stressors. “Are there 
things that should be done at the state, 
local and federal level that currently 
aren’t?” he said. “Are there things that 
EPA should be doing that we currently 
are not?" 

Blumenfeld said, “The Bay Delta is a 
major source of our tap water and the 
water used to grow our food.”  
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An 84-page report of Delta problems 
focused on Sacramento's sewage dis-
charges as well as urban pesticide runoff 
and selenium in farm drainage. 

8������
4�����!���
��
A.��:���������
���������������


